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Red Meat Abattoir Association 

 

News Flash  

COVID 19 AND THE ABATTOIR INDUSTRY 

 

T: (012) 349-1238/9            F: (012) 349-1240            www.rmaa.co.za 
 

24 March 2020 
 

COVID 19 and the Abattoir Industry 
 

Dear Abattoir owners  

 

Herewith some background information related to the abattoir industry amidst the proposed lockdown. 

Although some clarification is still outstanding on certain matters, we will update you on a regular basis.  

 

Background 

1. South Africa will enter a National lockdown with effect from midnight on Thursday 2020.03.24 

2. Essential and critical business continuity services will remain open. This include Agricultural and 

food supply related operations, including farming, veterinary and phyto-sanitary provider 

services, pest control services, and chemical and fertilizer providers. Abattoirs are part of the 

food supply related operations. 

3. There is no evidence that COVID 19 may be transmitted via food. 

 

Authorization and Audits 

4. The department was requested to clarify the authorization to abattoir personnel, contractors, 

including transport of livestock products, hides and skins, packaging material and other for 

movement. 

5. The department is requested to consider increased frequency of reporting by Meat Inspection 

Service Providers to the PEO’s in the absence of audits by the Provincial department. This might 

include photographic evidence. 

 

Abattoir Operation 

6. Abattoirs are requested to follow the normal biosecurity measures at abattoirs related to 

personnel hygiene. This include: 

a. Medical examinations and daily fitness checks of all personnel. 

b. Issuing of clean protective clothing and to avoid the contact between private and protective 

clothing  

c. Strict adherence to a shower in policy 

d. The regular washing of hands with soap and water. Give specific attention to personnel not 

on a working station e.g. movement of carcasses to chillers, out loading and loading of 

trucks. 

7. Additional measures include sanitation points, reducing the number of personnel gathering in 

specific areas with shift rotation. An example is to provide for breaks in sections of the slaughter 

line. The provision of additional protective clothing is not indicated with the exception of essential 
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visits by visitors to the facility. Explore further practices to increase the physical distance between 

employees. 

8. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection products (e.g., 

concentration, application method and contact time, etc.). Products with EPA-approved emerging 

viral pathogens is available on the website. 

9. Abattoirs are requested to increase the provision of internal training in hygiene procedures and 

personal hygiene matters and to keep records.  

 

 

Positive COVID -19 cases 

10. Current government procedures do not require the closure of an office or factory with the 

diagnosis of COVID 19 in an employee. Further guidelines are provided by the NCID in the case 

of confirmed cases and persons in close contact. This include a 14-day period of self- quarantine. 

 

Feedback from Ms Thoko Didiza 

11. In her message to the Agriculture and Food Sector of South Africa on 24 March 2020 Ms Thoko 

Didiza, MP Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development commented that several 

businesses will be affected, but the agriculture and food supply sector is one of essential systems 

for livelihood and therefore will remain operational.  

 

“Our food supply system will remain functional during this period. Agricultural production in all its 

forms will remain uncompromised. This includes all services including provision of veterinary 

and advisory services. Live auctions of livestock and sale of other agricultural 

commodities will continue but under the strict conditions a prescribed by the President. Exports 

and imports of critical agriculture commodities and the logistical measures will continue 

during this lock down period to ensure global and national food security.” 

 

 

Annexures  

i. LWO COVID 19 in the workplace  

ii. LWO COVID 19 Follow up  

 

Please provide me with your feedback, additions or corrections to enable abattoir owners to manage these 

disruptions in the best possible way. 

 

Feel free to call or What’s app me on any outstanding matters as they arise. 

 

Regards 

 

  
Gerhard Neethling 

082 551 7232 

General Manager  
Red Meat Abbatoir Association 
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